
Revisiting the Assemblies of God 
at the Crossroads:
Revitalization and Godly Love



What is the Assemblies of 
God?

 Pentecostal denomination birthed out of the Azusa 
Street Revival (1906-09)

 AoG was founded in Hot Springs, AR in 1914
 It has over 2,900,000 AoG adherents in the United 

States; over 63 million adherents world wide 
 The AoG (US) describes a ―constituent member‖ of 

the World Assemblies of God Fellowship
 Ninth largest denomination in the U.S.
 With over 12,300 churches
 Vanguard University is affiliated with the AoG



Pentecostalism and 
Evangelicalism in the US
 In short, Pentecostals tend to be Evangelicals but many Evangelicals 

are not Pentecostal
 Evangelicalism represents a cognitive profession of faith (doctrine) 

that Jesus Christ is savior and repentance from sin is pivotal and 
being "born again" is an act that is believed to bring with it a 
personal relationship with God (―Jesus has come into my heart,‖ is a 
common refrain). 

 The AoG is often described in scholarly and popular literature as 
―Evangelicalism plus tongues.‖

 Charismata or ―gifts of the Spirit‖ -- Tongues, Healing, Prophecy, 
Miracles.

 ―Walking in the supernatural‖ is a key indicator of the degree to 
which the ―plus tongues‖ is present within a particular AoG 
congregation.

 Speaking sociologically, Pentecostals are likely to score higher on the 
charismata or ―charisma‖ than are non-pentecostals.



What is Charisma?

 The numinous power attributed to the Holy Spirit is a form of 
―charisma.‖

Dictionary Definitions:
1. ―The ability to inspire enthusiasm, interest or affection in 

others by means of personal charm or influence‖; i.e. the 
individual is a medium for transmitting some power or 
influence.

2. ―A gift or power believed to be divinely bestowed‖; i.e. the 
Holy Spirit is the source of power.

 Charisma as used here in a particular sociological sense 
designates the belief and experiences of the Holy Spirit that 
not only change believers‘ lives but empowers them to serve 
others through natural and supra-natural gifts.



Routinization of Charisma

 It is a commonly-held thesis that charisma is at the source 
and remains medium through which the great religions of the 
world have been established and can be revitalized. 

 ―Most people lose or forget the subjectively religious 
experience, and redefine Religion as a set of habits, 
behaviors, dogmas, forms, which at the extreme becomes 
entirely legalistic and bureaucratic, conventional, empty, and 
in the truest meaning of the word, anti-religious.  The mystic 
experience, the illumination, the great awakening, along with 
the charismatic seer who started the whole thing are 
forgotten or transformed into their opposites.‖

Abraham H. Maslow



The Assemblies of God at 
the Crossroads (1989)

 Findings in the 1989 work suggested that 
the AoG was at the crossroads in which 
institutionalization of beliefs and practices 
was in danger of eclipsing charismatic 
vitality.

 Left reader with an unanswered question:  
Were programmed rituals, fundamentalist 
doctrine, bureaucratic structures, and 
legalistic proscriptions in the AoG impeding 
the free-flow of the Spirit (charisma)?



The Assemblies of God:
Godly Love and the Revitalization 

of American Pentecostalism (2010)

 In this new book Poloma and Green revisit 
the ―routinization of charisma‖ thesis 
presented in the AG at the crossroads.

 But we move beyond my earlier work to 
demonstrate how Godly Love can function 
to revitalize the AoG.

 Godly Love - ―the dynamic interaction 
between divine and human love that 
enlivens and expands benevolence.‖



Congregational Diversity

 A total of 21 congregations were included in 
our sample, providing a total of over 1800 
congregational respondents.

 We used the congregational responses for 
two survey items to create a four-fold 
typology based on the importance of (1) a 
strong Pentecostal identity and (2) walking 
in the supernatural.

 Traditional, Evangelical, Charismatic, and 
Alternative



Congregational Typology

Experiencing the Supernatural

High Low

High       TRADITIONAL EVANGELICAL

Pentecostal

Identity

Low CHARISMATIC ALTERNATIVE



Charisma and the Founding 
of New Congregations (1)

 Jesus Power Assembly of God:  Ghanaian church 
founded by Pastor Bismark Osei Akomeah in 2001 
in Columbus, Ohio

 Membership of about 700 (including children)

 Established two other African churches in 
Columbus:  Swahili- and French-speaking

 Also churches in Detroit, Cincinnati, and Atlanta

 Pastor Bismark‘s story is one of divine leading and 
supernatural empowerment



Charisma and the Founding 
of New Congregations (2)

 Rescue Atlanta  

 Over 70% of congregation is 
homeless; 25% reside in the troubled 
inner-city; 5% serve in ministry

 Founded in 1989 by Pastors Mel and 
Teresa Rolls

 Pastors Mel and Teresa‘s of divine 
guidance



The Role of 1990s Revivals 
in Revitalization of Charisma

 ―As the metal-and-glass doors swing open 
and the crowd begins to file into the 
auditorium-sized sanctuary of the 
Brownsville Assembly of God, moms, 
ministers, and many more feel they are 
entering sacred space.  As they walk down 
the wide carpeted aisles—aisles that in a 
few hours‘ time will be filled with the lifeless 
bodies of stricken worshipers—some tread 
lightly, as if they are walking on holy 
ground. . . . 



Revival (cont.)

―After the sermons were over, hundreds of 
thousands accepted the invitation to leave their 
seats and rush forward to a large area in front of 
the stage-like altar.  Here, they ―get right with 
God.‖ . . . Untold thousands have hit the carpet, 
where they either writhe in ecstasy or lie stone-still 
in a state resembling a coma, sometimes remaining 
flat on the floor for hours at a time.  Some 
participants call the experience being ‗slain in the 
Spirit.‘  Others simply refer to receiving the touch of 
God.  Regardless of what they call it, these people 
are putting the ―roll‖ back in ―holy roller.‖ 

(pp. 4-5 Steve Rabey, Revival in Brownsville, 1998)



Prophecy Scale

How often do you have the following kinds of spiritual 
experiences?  (Many times a day=1, Every day=2, Most 
days=3, Some days=4, Once in a while=5, Never or almost 
never=6) – (Percentages for responses 1 through 4)

 Giving a prophecy privately to another person.* (48%)
 Received a personal revelation from another.*   (70%)
 Received a revelation directly from God during personal times 

of prayer.* (82%)
 Hearing a divine call to perform some specific act.* (74%)

(alpha = .863)



Prophecy Correlates

 Divine Intimacy
1. Felt God‘s love as greatest power (r=.41)

2. Divine inner/emotional healing     (r=.53)

3. Divine Presence (r=.63)

 Benevolence
1. Evangelistic outreach  (r.=.38)

2. Used as an instrument of divine healing  (r=.64)

3. Compassion  (r=.30)



Cautionary Caveat

 We can‘t prove that experiencing God –
especially through prophecy – causes
increased benevolence, but it clearly is 
correlated with it.

 Our model and preliminary findings in the 
AoG survey strongly suggest that 
experiencing God‘s love through the 
charismata does empower benevolent acts.


